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Introduction
The Federal government provided waivers (for example related to reimbursement for school
meals) that supported State and local innovations in response to the pandemic. As a result, policy
and programming responses to the pandemic have varied greatly across the U.S. In this webinar,
panelists discuss the pivots and innovations in these spaces, as well as the impacts of state and
local responses to local and regional food system stakeholders.
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Highlights
Introduction
As a term, policy carries multiple connotations that vary along scale. In order to support a robust
local and regional food system (LRFS), policy needs to be mobilized across federal, State, local, and
tribal levels (for more information about tribal law and food see Resource Quick Links below) with
an intentional focus on ensuring the voices and needs of disproportionately affected populations
are part of the policy making decision process. On the topic of food security for example, Statelevel policy makers are well positioned for reallocating federal funding to local levels, broadening
SNAP benefits and accessibility, and supporting workers and farmers. While at the local level,
where they are better able to quickly mobilize and have a closer understandings of the
communities they serve, food security can be addressed through programs like mobile food
shelves, urban agriculture initiatives, healthy food retail policies, and school gardens. Changes in
zoning and licensing that facilitate food system adaptation to the pandemic also occur at the local
level. Partnerships across these scales of governance are vital for the efficacy of policy pivots to the
challenges of the pandemic.
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Innovation Examples
Some examples of COVID-19 policy innovations that support LRFS infrastructure and systems
include: establishing bills that bolster meat production, creating working groups to analyze local
needs, reallocating funding for LRFS, increasing multi-lingual information availability, instituting
paid sick leave for workers, and launching universal school meal programs (for links to specific
examples see Resource Quick Links below). Cattle is the leading agricultural industry in Colorado
and the backup in meat processing caused by COVID-19 in conjuncture with a push from
consumers to purchase locally led to a spike in demand for smaller and mid-scale meat processors.
In response, the Colorado Department of Agriculture focused much of its initial CARES
Act funding on developing these small and mid-scale processors across the state.
In Iowa, the Local Produce and Protein Program has been instrumental for strengthening farm to
school initiatives. The goal of the program is to incentivize and de-risk farm to school activities
across the supply chain, to create local food connections and to teach kids about their food. This
program was developed to respond to the emergency needs of both producers and children that
arose from the pandemic. The program essentially has three arms. The first connects k-12 schools
with local producers, making connections that can grow beyond COVID-19. The second provides
grant funding to help schools purchase from those local suppliers. The final arm provides grant
funding for producers to purchase the supplies needed to produce and distribute in the school
setting. The program has been wildly successful, seeing buy in from schools and producers. For
more information, visit https://iowaagriculture.gov/grants#Produce.
Collaboration
Connections between federal, State, local and tribal governments. local food advocates; and
non-governmental organizations allowed funding to get distributed more quickly and ensured the
response directly addressed the needs of specific communities. The response to the pandemic
moved much more slowly in areas where these relationships did not previously exist, or where
certain populations were excluded, as practitioners and policy makers scrambled to make those
connections. Community organizers on the ground have been vital in the work to connect the
specific needs of communities with State and federal funding. COVID-19 served to more broadly
turn the lights on issues in the food system these organizations had spent years working to solve.
This familiarity with the gaps and the trust built on years of relationships with actors throughout
the food system allowed for the rapid identification of needs and directed COVID-19 relief funding
to the most vulnerable. Moving forward, strengthening previously existing connections and
networks, and those that emerged to deal with the crisis brought by COVID-19 is vital. Through
these connections, State and local systems can adapt and address any crisis that may come to
create a more robust food system overall. As panelists discussed, questions, conversations, and
actions toward racial equity within our food system must be centered in this path forward.
Resilient, robust local food systems mean an equitable food system.
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Resource Quick Links
Food systems policy and tribal law
https://indigenousfoodandag.com/
Examples of State Departments of Agriculture CARES Act Innovations
https://iowaagriculture.gov/grants#Produce
https://azgovernor.gov/governor/news/2019/11/brief-governor-ducey-announces-newfunding-food-bank-pilot-program
Fall 2020 Consumer Survey on Food Choices During COVID-19
https://lfscovid.localfoodeconomics.com/consumer-food-insights/
Examples of innovation in policies that support LRFS infrastructure and systems
https://www.vermontlaw.edu/academics/centers-and-programs/center-for-agriculture-andfood-systems
http://www.farmtoschool.org/resources-main/statepolicyhandbook
https://stateinnovation.org/covid-resources-food-systems-and-agriculture/
https://farmersmarketlegaltoolkit.org/
https://farmersmarketlegaltoolkit.org/wpcontent/uploads/2021/01/Farmers_Market_COVID_color.pdf
http://www.farmtoschool.org/documents/ValuesAlignedUniversalMeals_Overview.pdf
https://healthyfoodpolicyproject.org/
https://www.durbin.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/durbin-duckworth-introduce-billto-implement-and-expand-online-snap-purchasing-nationwide
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